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Provostproposes change 
to 4/4 A.B. curricultun 
by Jen Harding 
Arts co-editor 

Provost June Schlueter says she 
is committed to creating an envi
ronment for active leaming. At a 
faculty meeting on March 5, she 
proposed a change in the current 
A.B. curriculum, which requires 
120 credits in a minimum of 36 
courses, to one which requires 108 
credits in a minimum of 32 courses. 
Every year, each student will need 
to complete a 4/4 course program to 
fiilfill these requirements for gradu
ation. The change would not afTect 
the B.S. curriculum. 

The point of the new require
ments, Schlueter explained, is not 
to reduce workload. Instead, she 
expects that fewer courses will al
low each course to be more in-depth. 
Students will be able to devote more 
time to each class, and to develop 
strong mentor relationships with 
professors. Professors will have 
more leeway to explore creative 
teaching strategies. She said, "With 
active leaming the norm, there is 
much we can ask of our students, 
both within the classroom and be
yond, that would fiilly occupy any 

time they would save in a move to 
4/4." 

Some professors have raised con
cems about whether lowering re
quirements would have the desired 
effect. "If the student and faculty 
attitudes change, it would be worth
while," said Professor Suzanne 
Westfall from the English Depart
ment. "It means really restmctur-
ing and rethinking. I'm not sure 
faculty and students are ready to do 
that." 

Other colleges and universities, 
including Haverford, Franklin and 
Marshall, Amherst, and Bucknell, 
already operate on a 4/4 system. 
Since Lafayette is comparable to 
these institutions, people expect it 
to have a comparable academic pro
gram. "I've heard visiting parents 
say that since we require more 
courses, the courses must be easier," 
Schlueter said. She feels that re
ducing the course loadwill not harm 
the academic reputation of the 
school; in fact, it will keep Lafayette 
on par with its peers. In her pro
posal speech, she noted that the 
Middle States Association, in its 
Periodic Middle States Report, 
found Lafayette's 120 credit, 36 

course graduation requirement "at 
variance with that at most top-25 
colleges." 

The new system, if it is accepted, 
could have many repercussions. 
Some faculty have expressed con
cem that if fewer classes are re
quired, fewer professors will be 
needed to teach them. Schlueter 
pointed out that a million dollars is 
spent every year to hire adjunct pro
fessors. The change would likely 
reduce the need for adjuncts, but 
would not affect the number of full-
time professors. 

The number of required courses 
within each major may also need to 
be reviewed. Fewer total courses 
with the same requirements in the 
major will mean less opportunity to 
take electives in other areas. Depart
ments with heavy maj or requirements 
may need to reconsider them if the 
4/4 A.B. curriculum is implemented. 

The proposal must next be ap
proved by the Curriculum Commit
tee. The first step will be a change 
which stipulates that 36 courses 
must be completed for graduation, 
with no reference to credit require
ments. Eventually, a complete 
change to a 4/4 curriculum will be 
initiated. 

Talking about sexuality: 
FLAGB initiates 'Safe Zones* 
by Kim Leeder 
Opinion editor 

You're in love. You've found 
someone who is amazing, beauti
ful, perfect, and you can't spend 
enough time with them. You want 
to tell the whole world... but you 
can't. There's no one who would 
understand, so you're reduced to 
sneaking around, hoping no one 
sees you, and keeping this incred
ible secret to yourself Why? Be
cause the person you're in love with 
is the same sex as you are. 

Some people have chills going 
down their spines from reading this. 
Others may be disgusted, and won't 
read any further than that last para
graph. But probably a number of 
people will understand, and a few 
will relate. And no matter what 
your opinion, there are people ev
erywhere who face this dilemma-
even at Lafayette College. 

It is for this reason that the 
Lafayette organization FLAGB 
(Friends of Lesbians, Gays and Bi
sexuals) is initiating Safe Zones. 
Safe Zones is a program that has 
been implemented at other colleges 
and universitites (such as the Uni
versity of New Hampshire) and met 
with considerable success. The 
purpose ofthe Safe Zones program 

is to raise awareness of gay/les
bian/bisexual issues, and to iden
tify supporters who are open to is
sues conceming people of different 
sexual orientations. 

"On a campus such as 
Lafayette's, any program that will 
increase gay, lesbian, and bisexual 
awareness is cmcial," said FLAGB 
President Peter Theodore'97. "Itis 
important to create an environment 
in which students can feel comfort
able and able to discuss all avenues 
of sexuality and discover for them
selves their tme sexual identity. The 
Safe Zones program is being cre
ated to help foster such an environ
ment on Lafayette's campus." 

Those who are interested in the 
program may attend a workshop 
that will explore the attitudes and 
problems faced by many homosexu
als . After the workshop, those who 
choose to do so may become identi
fied as Safe Zones supporters by 
taking a Safe Zones sticker and 
posting it on the door to their room. 
This sticker indicates that the per
son residing in the room is open-
minded and willing to talk about 
homosexual issues. The sticker also 
express a willingness to listen to 
anyone who is homosexual or con
fused about their sexuality. A Safe 
Zones supporter will have a list of 

resources (such as gay/lesbian/bi
sexual support groups, books, etc.) 
to offer to such an individual. 

The Safe Zones program is com
pletely voluntary, and even those 
who attend the workshop do not 
have to become supporters. The 
program is simply a way for those 
who are sympathetic to gay/lesbian/ 
bisexual issues to express their sup
port. In addition, FLAGB hopes 
that any homosexual individuals at 
Lafayette will feel more comfort
able walking around campus. 
FLAGB formed af̂ er the Princeton 
Review named Lafayette the most 
homophobic school in the U.S., and 
since then has spent several years 
stmggling against the conservative 
atmosphere that pervades the cam
pus. 

For those interested, a brown bag 
will be held at noon on Friday, 
March 29 in the Williams Center 
(Room 123) to introduce the Safe 
Zones program. The first work
shop will be held on the same day 
at 4:10 in the Interfaith Chapel in 
Hogg Hall. Minnie Bruce Pratt, a 
noted lesbian poet and speaker, 
will be at the workshop to show 
her support and assist in the kick-
off of the Safe Zones program at 
Lafayette. 

Friday, March 22 

Patrice Gaines Speaks in Honor 
of Women's History Month 
by Nancy Perelli 
News editor 

"Change is a monumental accom
plishment." These words marked 
the opening of the speech given by 
Patrice Gaines, the keynote speaker 
for Women's Histoiy Month, and 
were a common theme throughout 
the evening. Gaines, a reporter for 
the Washington Post and author of 
the recently published Laughing in 
the Dark, spoke about change with 
conviction and used her own dra
matic life story to illiKtrate that, while 
difficult, changing your life is pos
sible. 

Patrice Gaines grew up on a mili
tary base with seven siblings and a 
father that "never said the words, T 
love you'." This early relationship 
with her father led her to hate herself 
and rely upon others for support. 
Eventually, her life took a turn for the 
worse when she became addicted to 
heroine and served time in prison for 
a narcotics conviction. After more 

troubled times and two rapes, Gaines 
tumed her life around and started 
educating herself After realizing 
that writing "made her feel so much 
better" and "tmly believing in the 
power ofthe written word," she pur
sued writing as a career and since 
then has gained status as an award-
winning joumalist and author of two 
books. 

Gaines' speech was similar to the 
speech given by Nathan McCall in 
honor ofBlack Histoiy Month. Both 
endured troubled years and tumed 
their lives around dramatically. In 
addition, both are reporters for The 
Post. McCall's speech focused on 
the status of the black man in 
America; on the other hand Gaines 
spoke about what it means to be a 
woman in today's environment. 

While her stoiy is dramatic and 
unusual, she encouraged the audi
ence by stating, "We are all capable 
of changing." She continued to say, 
"All things are possible; we are ca
pable of greatness." 

Campus news briefs 
by Nancy Perelli 
News editor 

House Switdi: Alpha Phi Sorority, housed oflf-c^mpus on Reeder Street 
will live in the current Theta Chi house next year. In tum, Theta Chi firatemity 
will live in the Reeder Street residence. 

Coiiege Bowl Team: Lafayette's College Bowl, a Jeopardy style quiz 
team, took third place recently in a regional toumament held at Bucknell 
University. In 1962, the Lafayette team won the national title before a 
televised audience. 
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